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Intrigues of
Roger II
against the
Eastern
Emperor
 efforts failed to obtain a conviction for heresy. The rest of
the year was spent in a leisurely progress through North Italy
back to Viterbo again. By that time (the end of 1148) the
crusade had run its disastrous course, and the crusaders were
on their way home, so that Western politics could now resume
their normal trend.
During these years, besides the changed situation in Rome
resulting from the preaching of Arnold of Brescia, the restless
activity of Roger II had added to the complexity of the
general situation. The Normans in South Italy were obnox-
ious to all the great powers whose territory they had usurped.
If the Papacy was often compelled to seek their alliance or
to come to terms with them, the Western and the Eastern
Emperors had always maintained a hostile attitude. The
Eastern Emperor, John Comnenus, had been for some time
in negotiation with Conrad for a joint expedition against
Roger II, and these negotiations had borne fruit in 1146
when John's son and successor, Manuel Comnenus, married
Conrad's sister-in-law, Bertha of Sulzbach. Roger seized the
opportunity of the Second Crusade to attempt a counter-
offensive against Manuel. He opened negotiations with
Louis VII of France, proposed to join him on crusade, and
offered provisions and transport for the French king's expedi-
tion ; had Louis consented, the action of the Venetians in
the Fourth Crusade might have been forestalled and the
expedition diverted to Constantinople. But in this diplo-
matic contest Manuel was the victor; the French as well
as the German king chose the land route to Constantinople,
and Roger took no part in the crusade. However, Manuel
was so seriously embarrassed by the presence of the crusaders
that Roger saw his chance of profiting by the situation. He
launched an expedition in 1147 which seized Corfu, and
sailing up the Gulf of Corinth captured Corinth and Thebes.
He had no more success than Robert Guiscard had had in
the same quarter. With the aid once again of the Venetian
fleet, the Eastern Emperor drove out the Normans in 1149
and recaptured Corfii. Roger had therefore effected nothing
but the hardening of the resolution of his enemies against him.
He gained some compensation in another quarter during
these years; the capture of Tripoli in 1146 gave him a settle-
ment in North Africa which he proceeded rapidly to extend.

